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After his death his foundry was purchased by
William Caslon III.

Both Macklin's Bible and Hume's History were
printed at the press of Thomas Bensley in Bolt
Court, Fleet Street. As a printer of sumptuous
books Bensley had only one rival, William Bulmer,
who is generally accorded the first place. But
Bensley was certainly earlier in the field. His
work was quite equal to that of Bulmer, and, apart
from this, the world owes more to his enterprise
than it has ever yet acknowledged.

Thomas Bensley was the son of a printer in the
Strand, and in 1783 he succeeded to the business of
Edward Allen in Bolt Court, a house adjoining that
in which Johnson had lived. He at once turned his
attention to printing as a fine art. Dibdin, in his
Bibliographical Decameron (vol. ii. p. 397, &c,),
gives a list of the works printed by Bensley, and
says that he began with a quarto edition of Lava-
ter's Physiognomy in 1789, following this with an
octavo edition of Allan Ramsay's Gentle Shepherd
in 1790. In this list, however, Dibdin has omitted
the folio edition of Burger's poem Leonora, printed
by Bensley in 1796, with designs by Lady Diana
Beauclerc. In 1797 he printed a very beautiful
edition of Thomson's Seasons, in royal folio, with
engravings by Bartolozzi and P. W. Tomkins from
pictures by W. Hamilton.

But the chief glories of his press are the Bible and
Hume's History. The first was begun in 1789 ; but